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I. Basis of the report 



1. This report has been drawn on the basis of (Substitute sheets which have been furnished to die receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed' and are not annexed to die report since they do not contain amendments): 



the international application as originally filed. 



the description, pages 1-8 



X| the claims, 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 
pages 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1*1 1 



NONE 



NONE 



NONE 



| xj the drawings, sheets/fig J_ 



sheets/fig NONE 



sheets/fig NONE 
sheets/ftg 



, as originally filed. 
, filed with the demand. 
, filed with the letter of . 
, filed with the letter of . 



as originally filed. 

as amended under Article 19. 

filed with the demand. 

filed with the letter of 

filed with the letter of _____ 



, as originally filed. 
, filed with the demand. 
, filed with the letter of . 
, filed with the letter of . 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| x| tne description, pages NONE 

[3c] the claims, Nos. NQNE 



| x| tne drawings, sheets/fig NONE 



3. j j This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Suppl e men tal-Bex Additional observations below (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
NONE 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. STATEMENT 
Novelty (N) 



Claims 1-11 



Claims NONE 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Industrial Applicability (LA) 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-11 



Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



NONE 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
Claims 1-11 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Ishikawa. 

Col. 1, lines 36-41 teaches a carbon muffle tube coated with silicon carbide. It would have been obvious that the 
carbon-phase be graphite, because graphite is a common and inexpensive phase of carbon. It is deemed that the temperature 
is sufficient for drawing a glass fiber - perhaps a halide fiber or a non-oxide chalcogonide fiber. 

As to claim 2, the top half (top section) would be tubular as would the bottom half. Anything can be subdivided 
into two halves. 

AS to claim 3, one can also arbitrarily designate the tube to have top, middle and bottle sections. 
As to claim 4, it would have been obvious to make the layer as thin or as thick as desired. 

As to claim 5, it would have been obvious to make the carbide as pure s possible, so that it doesn't contaminate 
the fibers. 

As to claim 6, Ishikawa uses the furnace for treating preforms, but not for drawing fibers. Since the Ishikawa 
furnace is food at controlling contamination in high temperature processes optical glass processes, it would have been 
obvious to use such in any high temperature glass process, including drawing of fibers. 

As to claims 7-8, such would have been an obvious matter of routine experimentation to determine the optimal 
temperature - depending upon the type of fiber being made. 

As to claim 9, see how claim 5 is treated, above. 

As to claims 10-11, it would have been obvious to make any and all losses as small as possible. 



NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 
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